In Memorium

At the Boeing Museum of Flight, while attending AEWG-59, Seattle, 2017.

Allen T. Green, Acoustic Emission pioneer, of Sacramento, CA, passed away June 13, 2021. He was
87 and is survived by his wife, Carolyn, by his four children, Keri, Leah, Brady and Natanya, and four
grandchildren. He was internationally known for his lifelong devotion to acoustic emission research
and development. After graduating from University of Illinois with an aerospace engineering degree
(1956), he joined the Aerojet team that successfully used AE for steel and fiber-composite missile
motorcases, the first such an engineering achievement globally (1960-1970). It is remarkable that
despite joining Aerojet project mid-way, he was the lead author of their 1964 paper in Modern
Plastics (volume 41 (No. 11), 137). When you read it, you’ll find technologies well ahead of the
vacuum-tube-to-transistor generation, a wavelet-like spectrograph, for example. After a short stint
at Dunegan Research, Allen founded Acoustic Emission Technology Corp. in 1972, guiding AE
instrumentation development, from laboratory units to multichannel industrial installations. When
AET Corp was eventually absorbed into a large corporation (1991), he shifted to AE consultancy
and distributing AE instrument with Acoustic Technology Group, retiring from business in 2009.
He was one of the founding members of Acoustic Emission Working Group when it was formed in
1967. He served as its Chairman in 1971-1972, covering the 7th to 9th AEWG meetings. His AE
reputation and business skills led to two successful international conferences at Lake Tahoe in
1985 and 2007. Both of them also filled AEWG coffer well. He also organized three other AEWG
meetings, five altogether; the most in the AEWG history. AEWG has recognized his varied
contributions with the Charter Fellow (1982), the Gold Medal Award (1983) and the Special
Recognition Award (2000), the latter for his lifetime AE achievement. He served as a global AE
missionary, giving an AE short course in Israel in 1983 and invited lectures at two inaugural
international conferences in Japan (1972) and in China (2011) among many others. These two
conferences continue today. Allen also served as Honorary President of the Chinese conference. In
addition to AEWG, he was member of ASNT (Fellow) and ASME (Fellow, Dedicated Service Award).
He will be dearly missed by his family, friends and colleagues from around the world.
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